
The programôs research indicates restoration work is on the upswing, even 

as traditional forestry services are declining. While the total payroll for res-

toration jobs in Oregon still dwarfs conventional forestry and agriculture, it 

brings numerous living-wage jobs to rural communities. The NFJDWC 

currently has three full-time and two part-time employees. In 2010 we will 

complete over half a million dollars worth of restoration and weed control 

projects, utilizing local contractors, material suppliers and service provid-

ers. Our overall operating budget will exceed $750,000 this year, making 

us a vital part of the local economy. 

 

The Ecosystem Workforce Program, founded to support sustainable rural 

development in the West, recently released three studies on the economic 

impacts of the kind of work watershed councils do in Oregon. ñThese stud-

ies suggest that public investments in forest and watershed restoration have 

similar, immediate economic and jobs payoffs to more traditional public 

infrastructure investments,ò said Moseley. ñIn addition, these studies tell us 

that sustained investment by the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board 

and other state and federal natural resource agencies has helped develop a 

forest and watershed restoration sector in Oregon.ò The studies can be 

found at www.ewp.uoregon.edu  
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You can never appreciate the 

shade of a tree unless you sweat 

in the sun. 

-- Author Unknown 

F rom our inception the North Fork John 

Day Watershed Council has worked for both the 

ecological and economic well-being of the 

North/Middle Fork John Day Watershed. The 

ecological part of what we do can be seen on 

the ground and monitored for effectiveness, but 

the economic component hasnôt always been so 

clear. 

 

Now, thanks to new research from the University of Oregonôs Ecosystem Work-

force Program, we know that every million dollars of public investment put into 

restoration supports 16.7 jobs in Oregon. Every grant dollar, as it cycles through 

the stateôs economy, results in 1.7 to 2.6 times that in financial activity. Invest-

ments from the lottery-funded Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board alone ac-

count for an average of 230 jobs per year. 

 

ñAs far as we know, this research is the first to look in-depth at the economic im-

pacts of forest and watershed restoration,ò said Cassandra Moseley, director of the 

Ecosystem Workforce Program. ñWe combined information from extensive con-

tractor interviews with fiscal data from watershed restoration grants to build a pic-

ture of how restoration contractors and projects create economic opportunity.ò  

Upcoming Events  

 

July 23ð25  Sol/West Renew-

able Energy Fair at Grant 

County Fairgrounds 

 

Aug. 25ð28 Visit our booth at 

the Grant County Fair.  

 

Sept. 21  Next NFJDWC Meet-

ing   6pm at Long Creek office.  

(No meetings scheduled for 

July and August) 

NFJDWC projects and programs contribute 

significantly to the local economy.  
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Leafy Spurge Field Report 
Undaunted by rain or snow, sleet or hail, mud or mountains, NFJDWC pro-

ject manager, Bryan Vogt, and monitoring technician, Erik Rook, spent this 

spring hiking and wading nearly 45 miles of  Fox/Cottonwood Creek. 

 

ñIt taught us a great deal about this part of the watershed,ò Bryan says of the 

weed survey the two began in early April during one of the coldest, wettest 

springs on record. The work marked the beginning of a comprehensive leafy 

spurge treatment project involving more than 25 landowners, representing 

nearly all of the private land holdings along this important tributary. 

 

Bryan and Erik were charged with surveying and mapping a 300 foot 

buffer on either side of the creek from where it leaves the Malheur Forest 

above Highway 395 to its mouth near Monument. The purpose was to 

gather information about the extent and patterns of leafy spurge infestation 

before treatment, and to establish monitoring plots for 

gauging eradication efforts over the next four years. 

 

While looking for weeds Bryan and Erik also report sitting out a lightening 

storm in the middle of Fox Valley, finding a large den of angry rattle snakes 

in the Cottonwood country, a pronghorn drown during high flow and fish 

eggs trapped in the rocks after the waters receded. But mostly they say they 

were struck by the incredible beauty and diversity of a stream reach that goes 

from forest to meadow, through rocky gorges, back into mixed conifer, then 

sagebrush steppes and again into productive meadow lands.  

Weed-Free Hay a Value-Added Crop 
Record rainfall this spring may bring bumper hay crops this summer, but the 

abundance of moisture has also produced an abundance of weeds. Yet for hay 

growers looking to add value to their crops, while also getting rid of weeds, now 

may be the time to consider weed-free certification.  

 

Demand is up since the Forest Service implemented certified weed-free hay and 

straw requirements for all Pacific Northwest forests. Weed-free forage and mulch 

is needed for outfitter guide use, recreational horse and camping uses, restoration 

projects and fire rehabilitation. Many counties and cities also require certified 

straw for ODOT roadside restoration projects. 

 

In response to the growing demand, and as part of its overall weed prevention effort, the Oregon Department of Agricul-

ture (ODA) has developed a voluntary weed-free forage certification program. Prohibited noxious weeds include those 

found on either the North American Weed Management Association (NAWMA) or the Oregon State noxious weed list. 

 

Wallowa County has its own certification and inspection program to promote the quality and availability of weed-free 

and premium forage products produced by local farmers. The Wallowa County Hay Growers Association provides a 

central point of contact for local hay growers to connect with customers, including brokers, feed stores, exporters, ranch-

ers, horse owners, and backcountry enthusiasts. 

 

Hay growers interested in certification elsewhere in the state, including Grant County, can contact ODA for a crop in-

spection at least 20 days prior to harvest. There is an hourly or per acre inspection fee, as well as an application fee. For 

information visit www.oregon.gov/ODA/PLANT/WEEDS/weedfreeforageprogram.shtml or contact Randy Black, Com-

modity Inspection Division,  503-986-4620 rblack@oda.state.or.us 

Eagle Rock, near the point 

where Fox Creek becomes 

Cottonwood Creek, 

seemed to our surveyors 

like something from Lord 

of the Rings. 

A beaver lodge on Cot-

tonwood Creek. Wonder 

why our crew didnôt get 

any shots of the rattle 

snake den? 

In cooperation with the NFJDWC, Grant County 

Weed Control crews have already started treating 

sites along Cottonwood Creek as part of the multi-

phased multi-year project. For more on the project 

see the Spring 2010 issue of North Fork Currents. 


