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Leafy Spurge Field Report

Undaunted by rain or snow, sleet or hail, mud or mountains, NFJDWC pro-
ject manager, Bryan Vogt, and monitoring technician, Erik Rook, spent this
spring hiking and wading nearly 45 miles of Fox/Cottonwood Creek.

ilt taught wus a great deal about this part
weed survey the two began in early April during one of the coldest, wettest

springs on record. The work marked the beginning of a comprehensive leafy

spurge treatment project involving more than 25 landowners, representing

nearly all of the private land holdings along this important tributary.

A beaver lodge on Cot-

Bryan and Erik were charged with surveying and mapping a 300 foot| tonwood Creek. Wondef

l)uffer on either side of the creek from where it leaves the Malheur FgMe§ty our crew di
any shots of the rattle

Eagle Rock, near the poi
where Fox Creek becom

Cottonwood Creek, 'above Highway 395 to its mouth near Monument. The purpose was 0] ke den?
seemed to our surveyors| gather information about the extent and patterns of leafy spurge infegtation

like something from Lord| before treatment, and to establish monitoring plots for
of the Rings. gauging eradication efforts over the next four years.

While looking for weeds Bryan and Erik also report sitting out a lightening
storm in the middle of Fox Valley, finding a large den of angry rattle snakes
in the Cottonwood country, a pronghorn drown during high flow and fish
eggs trapped in the rocks after the waters receded. But mostly they say|thegoperation with the NFIDWC, Grant County
were struck by the incredible beauty and diversity of a stream reach thath%%CO”"O' crews have already started treafing
from forest to meadow, through rocky gorges, back into mixed conifer, thai. along Cottonwood Creek as part of the il
om rores ’ g9 y gorges, ’ msed multyear project. For more on the project

sagebrush steppes and again into productive meadow lands. see the Spring 2010 issueNdrth Fork Currents

Weed-Free Hay a Value-Added Crop

Record rainfall this spring may bring bumper hay crops this summer, but the
abundance of moisture has also produced an abundance of weeds. Yet for hay
growers looking to add value to their crops, while also getting rid of weeds, now
may be the time to consider wefde certification.

Demand is up since the Forest Service implemented certifiedfneetay and

straw requirements for all Pacific Northwest forests. \Weee forage and mulch

is needed for outfitter guide use, recreational horse and camping uses, restoration
projects and fire rehabilitation. Many counties and cities also require certified
straw for ODOT roadside restoration projects.

In response to the growing demand, and as part of its overall weed prevention effort, the Oregon Department of Agrict
ture (ODA) has developed a voluntary weegk forage certification prograrRrohibited noxious weeds include those
found on either the North American Weed Management Association (NAWMA) or the Oregon State noxious weed list.

Wallowa County has its own certification and inspection program to promote the quality and availability-ffeseed

and premium forage products produced by local farmers. The Wallowa County Hay Growers Association provides a
central point of contact for local hay growers to connect with customers, including brokers, feed stores, exporters, ranc
ers, horse owners, and backcountry enthusiasts.

Hay growers interested in certification elsewhere in the state, including Grant County, can contact ODA for a crop in-
spection at least 20 days prior to harvest. There is an hourly or per acre inspection fee, as well as an application fee. F
information visit www.oregon.gov/ODA/PLANT/WEEDS/weedfreeforageprogram.shtml or contact Randy Black, Com-
modity Inspection Division, 50986-4620 rblack@oda.state.or.us



